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This candle of HOPE symbolizes promises           

delivered through the prophets from God as   

well as the hope we have in Christ. God crafted   

a great rescue plan that he lays out in Scripture. 

This plan foretells years in advance the arrival    

of Christ. The Bible also gives us a glimpse of 

the future and promises that God will come 

down to create a new heaven and Earth.  

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7410 Old Muirkirk Road 
Beltsville, Maryland  20705 

Rev. Dr. William E. Butler, Senior Pastor 

“KINGDOM-FOCUSED AND DISCIPLE-STRONG” 

“I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen.  I must bring them also.  They too 
will listen to my voice and there shall be one flock and one shepherd”.     John 10:16 

 

First Sunday of  Advent 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 
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Call to worship: 
 
Leader: And you, my little son, will be called the prophet of the Most   
                High because you will prepare the way for the Lord. 
 
People: You will tell his people how to find salvation through the forgiveness    
                of their sins. 
 
Leader: Because of God’s tender mercy  
 
People: The morning light from heaven is about to break upon us  
 
Together: To give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of   
                     death, and to guide us to the path of peace.” 
 
Advent Prayer: 

 
    Dear Lord our God. Please make this Advent real in our hearts. Never have we 

needed Your joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our 

Immanuel, the Word made flesh. Precious Lord, we need Your peace, love, and 

joy to sustain us while waiting for your return.   

    You have promised rest for the weary, victory for the battle-scarred, peace for 

the anxious, and acceptance for the brokenhearted—not just at Advent, but every 

day of every year. Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The Mighty 

God,” “The Everlasting Father,” and “The Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

     We know that peace on earth will only come when hearts find peace with You. 

You are still our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the man-

ager. You are Lord of lords and King of kings. And we still celebrate You as Lord—

this Christmas and always. 

 
 
Opening Hymn: “Walk In the Light, Beautiful Light” 
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Congregation: 
 
We praise you for the light of creation: the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love During this Christmas Season. Amen  
 
Congregation: UMH 246 “Joy to the World” 

 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come  
Let earth receive her King  
Let every heart prepare Him room  
And heaven and nature sing  
And heaven and nature sing  
And heaven, and heaven,  
and nature sing  
 
Joy to the Earth! The Savior reigns  
Let men their songs employ  
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
Repeat the sounding joy  
Repeat the sounding joy  
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy  
 
He rules the world with truth and grace  
And makes the nations prove  
The glories of His righteousness  
And wonders of His love  
And wonders of His love  
And wonders, wonders, of His love! 
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Hanging Christmas ornaments on the tree  
and other Symbols of Christ and Faith 

 
Worship Leader: 
Here in this place, we prepare for the coming of the Lord. Here we will remember his Advent,  
his birth in Bethlehem, weak and helpless as an infant. And here we rekindle our prayer, "Come, Lord 
Jesus" as we await his coming as the bright and morning star.  
 

Congregations 
Hang symbols and signs of Christ — ruler, prophet, priest. 
Hang stars, crosses, triangles, the "alpha" and the "omega"  
to remind us of his identity, his story, and of the holy Trinity.  
 

Senior 
A reading from the book of Revelation, chapter 22: 12-14, 16-17 

   12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according 

to what they have done.  

   13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

   14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of 

life and may go through the gates into the city.  

 
   16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 

   17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come, and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 

 

Worship Leader: 
   My brothers and sisters, Remember! Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: his birth brings joy 
to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. We praise God for this season's trees and decorations 
adorned in this church.  
    We welcome Christ’s presence among us; may the lights guide us to the perfect Light—Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Let us praise His Name! 
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Hanging of the Greens Service 

Worship Leader: 
    My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders, Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: 

his birth brings joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. We praise God for the trees and  

decorations adorned in this church. We welcome Christ’s presence among us; may the lights guide   us 

to the perfect Light—Jesus Christ our Lord. Let us praise His Name! 
Congregation: 
We praise you for the light of creation: the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
 

Worship Leader:  
Bring branches of cedar and holly,  

bring evergreens and a pine tree,  

hang the Advent Wreaths and garlands in this Most Holy Place 

 

Congregation: 
Make the church fragrant with the smell of living things. “Thanks be to God, who always leads us 
as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of 
him everywhere. For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved 
and those who are perishing.” (2 Cor. 2:14-15) 
 

Congregation: 
We praise you for the light of creation: the sun, moon, and night stars. 
We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
 

Congregation: 
In acts of hanging greens and listening to the words of prophets let us make our hearts and this 
space a place of inward and outward preparation for the Christ who comes to give us second birth.  
 

Prayer of the Congregation:  
    Dear Lord, by your mercy, guide our outward actions in such ways that our inward being is 
formed in faith, hope, and love. May the decorations we offer engage our senses during the days of 
Advent and increase our praise and worship, in the name of the child of Bethlehem, our risen and 
coming savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
 



 4 

 

 
First Lady 
People of God, we stand in the Sanctuary of our church and at the doorway of another Christmas Season 
on this first Sunday of Advent. Let us hang this wreath, a symbol of our unending love  
 

 
Congregation:  
Let us hang garlands as Hosea speaks the word of God:  

1st Reader: 
 
A reading from Hosea 14:4-8 
 
   4 “I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from 
them. 
   5 I will be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like a lily. Like a cedar of Lebanon 
he will send down his roots; 
   6 his young shoots will grow. His splendor will be like an olive tree, his fragrance like a cedar 
of Lebanon. 
   7 People will dwell again in his shade; they will flourish like the grain, 
they will blossom like the vine—Israel’s fame will be like the wine of Lebanon. 
   8 Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? I will answer him and care for him. I am like a 
flourishing juniper; your fruitfulness comes from me.” 
 

Congregation: UMH 234 “O Come All Ye Faithful” (2 verses) 
 

Verse 1 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 
Born the King of Angels 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
 
Verse 2 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
All glory in the highest 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord! 
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Presenting the Christmas Tree 
 

Senior 
God, the Holy One of Israel, is a God of comfort and compassion.  
With the Christmas tree, we remember God's everlasting promises to the poor and needy.  
Isaiah spoke of God's making of the wilderness a place of blessing where water and plants,  
even pine trees would manifest God's loving action to save and provide. 
 

Congregation  
    Place the tree in its right place, place it sure, as we hear and rejoice over God's word.  
Youth or Young adult:  
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 41:17-20  
 
   17 “The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with 

thirst. But I the Lord will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. 

   18 I will make rivers flow on barren heights, and springs within the valleys. I will turn the 

desert into pools of water, and the parched ground into springs. 

   19 I will put in the desert the cedar and the acacia, the myrtle and the olive. I will set juni-

pers in the wasteland, the fir, and the cypress together, 

   20 so that people may see and know, may consider and understand, that the hand of 

the Lord has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has created it. 

 

Hanging Christmas ornaments on the tree  
and other Symbols of Christ and Faith 

 
Worship Leader: 
Here in this place, we prepare for the coming of the Lord. Here we will remember his Advent,  
his birth in Bethlehem, weak and helpless as an infant. And here we rekindle our prayer, "Come, Lord 
Jesus" as we await his coming as the bright and morning star.  
 

Congregations 
Hang symbols and signs of Christ — ruler, prophet, priest. 
Hang stars, crosses, triangles, the "alpha" and the "omega"  
to remind us of his identity, his story, and of the holy Trinity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


