             Sermon Notes for Sunday, December 14, 2025

“…This is a sacred day before our Lord. 
Don’t be dejected and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength!”
Nehemiah 8:10 (NLT)


“The Joy of the Lord”


The difference between Happiness and Joy:

Happiness: Is based on what happens externally. 

Joy: Stems from an inner presence or power that fuels our faith.


1)  Joy is _________________________
Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)
[bookmark: _heading=h.saz98kgplini]   22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
   23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!

2)  Trials Reveal ___________________ 
1 Peter 5:10 (NLT)
    “In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation.”

3) The Good News ___________________

Luke 2:10
[bookmark: _heading=h.60ouhkyanpjk]   “but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.” 



